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the Indians would ereep np and shoot over the rim of the Sink-
Hole, they would instantly disappear, and while they sometimes
fired effectual shots, they in turn became occasionally the victims
of our rifles. From about one to four o’clock in the afternoon,
the firing was inconstant, our men generally reserving their fire
till an Indian should show his head, and all of us were studying
how he could more effectually attack and dislodge the enemy.

At length Lieut. Spears suggested, that a pair of cart wheels,
axle and tongue, which were seen at Allen’s place, near at hand,
be obtained, and a moving battery constructed. This idea was
entertained favorably, and an honr or more consumed in its con-
struction. Some oak floor puncheons, from seven to eight feet
in length, were made fast to the axle in an npright position, and
port-holes made through them. Finally, the battery was ready
for trial, and was sufficiently large to protect some half a dozen
or more men. It was moved forward slowly, and seemed to at-
tract the particular attention of the Indians, who had evidently
heard the knocking and pounding connected with its manufacture,
and who now frequently popped up their heads to make moment-
ary discoveries; and it was at length moved up to within less than
ten paces of the brink of the Sink-Hole, on the southeast side.
The upright plank did not reach the ground within some eighteen
inches, our men calenlating to shoot beneath the lower end of the
plank at the Indians; but the latter, from their position, had the
decided advantage of this neglected aperture, for the Indians
shooting beneath the battery at an npward angle, would get shots
at the whites before the latter could see them. The Indians also
watched the port-holes, and directed some of their shots to them.
Lieut. Spears was shot dead, throngh the forehead, and his death
was much lamented, as he had proved himself the most active and
intrepid officer engaged. John Patterson was wounded in the
thigh, and some others were also wounded behind the battery.
Having failed in the object for which it was designed, the battery
was abandoned after sun-down.

Our hope all along had been, that the Indians would emerge



